AUDIO CLIP: Transcript of meefing between President Tudjman and
Elisabeth Rehn in the President’s Office

(04 December 1995

F. Tudymian

When did vou arrive in Zaoreh?

E. Rehn

Just the day before yesterday. very late i the evening afiter a very interestng,
very useful tour around in the territory of former Yugoslavia, so 1 have learnta
lot, Everything is not nice what | have learned unfortunately. But | have been
very well received-all over and | believe that the atmosphere is getling very open
AOW.

F. Tudjman

You had discussions with my people in Croutia alicady”

E. Rehin

I have had with just Interior Affairs with Social Weltare and [ am very pleased
that there 1s a possibility to meet with my former colleague Defence Minisier
Susak on the:airport because | am leaving directly from here to, to Rome to start
with and then back home:

¥, Tudjman

Have you been already in Sarajevo or Belurade!

E. Relin

| wis, |'was last time now my, my tour was really going to, to Banja Luka to
Pristing 1o Mostarand yesterday 1 went 1o East Slavonia, Sector East and that's
something that | find very important that the hopefully good agreement can be
fulitlled to all its parts.

FF. Tudjman

Dear Madame, as you stated, unfortunately you weren't able 1o see nice things but
you must keep in mind that the things that happaned in the years during the
dissolution of the former Yugoslavia, the Yugoslav communist Serb agpression,
and everything that happened up until these agreements, firsily the Washington
Agreement the Croatian-Muslim Agreement and now in Dayion, that this was one
of the most complicated world erises and that 1t is important we gel out of this
crisis in order to be able to tuly dedicate purselves to humanitarian issues and the
remaoval of all tacters which cansed people 1o suffer, which caused people trom
those areas and in genéral which caused such an abnormal situation. Now we are
after all on the road, afier the Dayton Accords and hopelully after the siening m
Paris, towards the normalization of our relations which shall enable us to deal
with the issties that you and your delegianon are fogused on in an gasier fashion,

Translator

Well as | said Madame, unfortunately you have not had the opportunity 1o see
nice things during your visit, however 1t should be borne in mind that what has
happened in the years after the dissolution of Yugoslayia with the Yugo-
communist-and Serbian apgression and evervthing up to lirst of all the
Washington Agrecments between the Croats and the Muslims in Bosma and now
recently the Dayion Agreements does represent ane of the most complicated local
crises what is essential now s to leave this crisis behind 0 resdlve it so that we:
can devote ourselves to humanitarian issues to the elimination of everything that
has caused so much suffering for all the people in the region, to get out, out of
this abnormal truly abnormal situation. Nevertheless now after the Dayion
Agreements and hopefully after the signing of all the documents in Paris we will
be vn the way towards normalization and then we cun dévote ourselves fully 10
the 1ssues which are your concern.

L. Relin

Mr, President | am yery much supporting your thoughts in this because | have
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been all the time stating that 1 hope that in my work 1 can come more away from
just bookkeeping on events that it should be more a question of conelusions, of
recommendations how we can face the future and just work together for better
understanding ol human rights instead of just telling tsn those were murdered
there, those were looted; those were, their houses were burmnt up and they are in
mass graves. We should come over this situation.

F. Tudjman | This is precisely the thought I wanted to express. We in Croatia also wanted
avoid everything that wok place here. and after Tito we proposed, we proposed a
solution of the Yugoslay crisis by peaceful means on a confederal basis. We were
tiuced with everything that we were, therefore Croatia and then Bosnia suffered
such aggression, I don't know if you visited Vukovar ornot. Therefore, a third of
Croatia was destroyed, 400.000 Croats, Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks, were
forced out of their homes, and 1t 1s undersiandable. ... people were murdered, and
it is understandable that in the course of the liberation of these areas, on the
Croatian side it was also impossible to consirin fighting the war in gloves.
Therefore, first ot all the Yugo-tommunist Anmy ind the Serbs committed
tertible ¢rimes in such an aggression wha's purpose was the creation of a Greater
Serbia and later in the liberation of these areas; also it was not possible to prevent
people which had suffered, who were refurning to those areas, from committing
acts of revenge and stupidities such as destroying homes and so-forth. Therefore
it is more important now (o forget all of this as soon s possible and to establish
normal refations among people, among nations, rather, although it is neeessary to
punish individuals for war erimes, to this extent, if we were 10 approzch this issue
s0 broadly, this would mean a new deepening of mistrust and conflict, so it is
more important that we create a new order and establish trust.

Translator This is precisely the thought which [ also wanted o express, We in Croatia also
wanted 1o avoid such developments und afier Tito we wanted 10 propose. we
proposed a solution of' the erisis by peaceful means on a confederal basis.
However later on we were faced with everything that we suffered in Croatia and
later on in Bosnia we suffered such-a terrible aggression. | don't know whether
voul have been to Vukovat or not. ,,

E. Rehn Oh yes | was yesterday. | could see mnmy own eyes,

Translator One third of Croatia was destroyved, more than' 400,000 people expelled Croats,
Hungarians, Czechs, Slovaks, and many of them were also, lost their lives and in
the progess of liberation of these areas by Croatian forces of course one couldn't
remiain just at war, war 1% not conducted in gloves anywhere in the world. Firsst of’
all it was the Yugoslav-Communist and the Serbian abgrcss'inn which was the
cause of lll.]l'l‘ﬂ'ﬂdﬂl]‘u erimes i the area. In their aggression, in théir aim fo créate a
greater Serbis, Later on during the liberation of course we couldn't fully restrain
our people, there were many people there who suffered loss of human life, loss of
their relativies, sacrilices, lost property and so forth, s¢ that some of them did
resoT 10 auts ol revenge and to stupid things actgally such as the destruetion of
Homes and so forth. ..

E. Relin So stupid.

Translater What is important however Is to forget all this and turn (o normalization of
relations among people among nations i the region, The, cerain individuals of
course have to be pmmhu.d for the acts they have committed but if we go too
broadly in this tespect 1 think this would only deepen the distrast and pwss:lbl}r
lead o new conltlicts, | think what. .

F. Tudjman | New hatred. ..

(291

1D40-0088



Translatot New hatreds. , ..

F. Tudiman | Renewal of hatred..

Translator So forth, so what 18 impuortant [ believe we should turn our atiention fully to the
establishment of a new order in the region,
E. Relin Yes 1 believe that its important really to. to net look toe much in what has been

gong on, of course it's very difficult to forget when you have lost your, all what
you are believing in; the love 10 your refatives 1o your home, and even your
Homeland but perhaps we should more look at the, not at the revenge, more al the
Justice and the truth because there is always a time when the truth' is coming,
coming true and the sooner the better. 1 have been specially concerned during this
tour with just the questions of, of the return of refugees. with the missing people
that seems to be.a very ditficull question beeause that is something that every
person wants Lo know what happened even if vou have the message that he 1s
killed or she is killed its better than not to know. And then of course just even the
mental licalth of the children because you have the future that's very important.
So there have been many things that [ have been concorned about and sometimes
I have had the fecling that perhaps there is not the real understanding, well in
words but perhaps not in action, and 1'm now not talking abour Croatia, I'm
talking tor the whole territory, because if we are poing to implement the
Agreement from Dayton there must be the respect for these rights. You know Mr.
President that I'm a membar of the European Parliament and for us it's extremely
important thar Croatia who has been in seme way in the lead though, in the
democratic procedure, fromt what I8 left from the former Yugosiavia that you can
implement as soon a8 possible the normal democruey and just these human righs,

F. Tudiman | Be assured that the Croatian Government is absolutely focused in that sense. You
see, consenting o the Dayton Accords, which means consenting 10 a peaceful
solution in the liberation of the eceupied territories of Eastern Slavonia was, was
received with great dissatisfaction by a significant number of Croats, the public,
why didn'u we proceed to liberare Eastern Slavonia with military forces as we had
done in the case of Western Slavonia, Knin. because, such a-great amount of
hatred and distrust have accumulaled. But assessing thal peace was of a greatar
importance and that we didn't want-all the Serbs to leave, we want 1o establish
relations based on trust, and judging from our experiences in Knin, where we
didn't want all the Serbs to leaye. Therefore the Croatian Government shall, in
this respect truly attempt toact within the framework of a peaceful solution
within the liberated tarritories, puaranteeing civil rights and especially solving
issues regarding missing persons which is painful and which is accepied with
much difficulty by those people even in cases when they know that the vietim is
dead. you know, we are talking about thousands of people, which are having
dlﬁ"cuh}r eoming to terms with this situation, and please, in the case of any form
of conession, Croatia has also contributed, given concessions, on the basis of.
hecause there can be no peace withourconcessions by all sides, Therefore we are
faced with the dissatisfaction of people, due w the evil they have suftorgd which
would proceed with military, combat operations, and take acls of revenge, but on
a whole, in Croatia we have such a-stable democratio erder that we shall ensure
the development of the principles in Croatia along the lines you had mentioned
carligr.
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Translator Rest assured that Croatian authoritios, Croatian Government is absolutely
committed 19 this respect. We have agreed to the Dayion A greements that is ©
the perceful solution conceming the liberation of the remaining oceupied parts of
the Republic of Croatia that is Eastern Slavonia. This Was even caused certain
diseontent among some of the Croatian people and Creatian public because some
peaple are saving why didn't we go solve the issue niligrily as we did with
Wesitern Slavonia and with Knin and so forth. Because so much hatred and so
much distrust has accumulated over the recent period. However we are fully
aware of'the fact that peace is more impontant, we certainly do not wani and have
not wanted all the Serbs 1o leave and we didn't want, we offered them the
protection of humun rights and so forth, in our attempts to peacefully liberate all
our areas, And we have also, on a number of times, al a number of times,
guaranteed all human rights to them. Then of course there is particular the issue
of the painful issue of missing persons, which, which is something that many
people find difficult to aceept | mean even when they know that their fhiends.
relatives, members of their familics are dead, but still thousands of people who
find it diffieult to regoneile themselves. ..

E. Rehn A little bit of /indiscerniblel.

Translator ... and who also find it difficult 1o reconcile themselves with the concessions, and
Croatia has also made its contribution in this regard, we have made concessions
because there s no peace without concessions on all the parties involved and
henee the dissatistuction of part of the people who have sulfered so much over
the past period and this is why they want to see the matter solved militarily and
even feel feelings of revenge, Butnevertheless we have a stable democratic order
and you can rest assured that we shall provide for the implementation of all the
pringiples in our sphiere of actvity.

F. Tudjman | Almost-20 years apo 1 wrate about the need to "Scandinavize” this areu in the
sense of both democratization, mutual recognition and coexistence of different
nations. In the top ofithe Croatian Government | believe there are numerous
humanists according to their calling; their profession, their personal feelings: The
president of Parliament is a writer, the Deputy Prime Minster is also a humanist,
here is one of my first associates, also g writer, humanist and o on. In Croatia, in
this demoeratic Government there are truly not only of a general political
commitment, such people are truly supportive. regarding Croatia itself and
committed towards Croatia’s contribution in Bosnia and Herzegovina on a whole.
towards the nprmalization of the Croatiin-Moslom, the Croatian-Serh relations
and that, as | said so that this arey, instead of being a "keg of gunpuwdfzr'".
becomes. in aceordance with Scandinavia's example as an area of peace and
cooperation amongst nations.

Translator More than 20 vears ago [ already wrote about the necessity to Seandinavize the
area on the basis ol domocratization and mitual recognition and coexistence
among peoples and nations. | believe that at the very top of Croatian Government
there are more humanists by profession and by feeling, the Speaker of our
Parliament, our Vice Premier, present here, one of my first associales 15 also a
man of letters and a humanist so in the Croatian Demoeratic Government we
don't hiave only @ ganeral polincal commitment (o these prineiples but dlso their
composition goes to show they are people who are truly contmitted so that
Croatia, notonly Croata itsell but also in Bosnia and Herzegovina can contribute
to the averall normalization of the question of relations between the Croats and

| the Moslems, between the Croats and the Serbs so that this area does not become

1D40-0090



what it has been in the past as they call it a "gunpowder keg" but rather an
example along the example of Scandinavian countries of peace and cooperation
among peoples.

E. Rehn Yes | am very pleased to be listening to this, there is guite g lot of Nordic mafia
present here just now with Stoltenberg, and Bildi and Rehnand so on but 1 hope
that this will really be something that is positive and not negative in, in any case
because we really want 1w do. do our best. | think that just in this democracy
process even details like that those who now are accused for. for the looting and
killing and sp on during operation Storm. or the Serbian side there are quite a,
quite a lotof them in prison that if possible. even |, if 1 know it is a very difficull
process because no courts are capable of being very very just short in time with
cases like this whoen there are a huge amount of them, but it should be-good if
they could be dealt with guite' quickly so there is the feeling that this is something
whaere the justice Is working and they will have then a fair trial of course it will be
tair, but the trial is alse fair when it comes guite. quite soon alter committing the
crimes, and something [ am also concérned about this, pechaps the situation with
the camps, just the Velika Kladusa region, I believe they have difficulties if there
1s possible to make improvements with their living, it takes time before they are
returming, ong by one of course but 5o that should be guite important.

F. Tudjman | You see. with regards to the refugees from Velika Kladusa, this is an.example of
how comiplex the situation hete is, here Moslenis are afraid to retum among the
Moslem population and in this case we have done, Crpatia hus done its utmost we
even called upon the President and the Turkish Govemnment to aid us with the use
of their influenee on the Moslem leadership and we sent a unit of Croatian police
in arder o facilitate their expeditive return,

Translator Well the example of the tefugees fromt Velika Kladusa also goes to show how

complex...

E. Relin Yes.

Transtator -..the situation s beeause ns 15 a case of Moslems being afraid to come back
among Moslems. ..

E. Rehin Their own.

Translater And we the Republic of Croatia have done everything we have also asked the

Turkish Govemment (o help us so they bring their influence [ bear on the
Moslem leadership ...

F. Tudiman | Evento send a unit of police.

Translator And also to send a unit of their police, and we haye also sent a unit of the
Croatign police there so that this matter can be deall with ds soon as possible.

F. Tudjman | With regards to the first issue you raised, | must say candidly, I already passed o
Decree on Abolition for those whi had participated in the rebellion, for Serbs
who had parlicipated in the rebellion against the Creatian Goyernment, exeept for
war-eriminals. I must admir that we are encountering resistance froma tormally
legal perspective and within our, ineluding our courts, and these days | had sad
do not instigate court proceedings against individuals for simply having
participated in the rebellion because they were forced to in'a sense, but truly only
those eases where an individual committed a wan ¢nme should be tried.
Therefore. within Croatia. we shall truly attempt to take actions along the lines
which vou vourself mentionéd, That we free people from jail as soon as possible
because this 18 an important step towards the establishment and renewal of mutual
trust among the Croats and the Serbs in Croatia and therefore towards the
normmalization of the Croat-Serb relations as a whole,
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Translator As far as your first question is concerned candidly speaking I have already issued
a decision g Dearee on abolition tor all the Serbs who took part in the rebellion
against the Croatian authorities, against the Croatian Government excepting war
criminals of course. | must say that we do meet with certain resistance in formal
legal terms. even from the courts, but even recently | said don't try those people
who took part it the rebellion because they were forced ro. just iry those who are
guilty of war erimes and we shall really do everything operated on such lings, and
I also said, release all those |1Loplc who are not guilty of war crimes, release them
from prison. We helieve that this is an important siep towards the rebuilding of
trust between the Crpats and the Serbs in Croatia and of course within the scope
of overall horialization of relations between Croatin and Serbia.

F. Tudjman And we are doing this despite the fact that there are oppositional; radical and
extrernist elements who eritieize us, why negotiate. why reconcile with those whoe
committed aceression, but we shall persevere with regards 1o this,

Translator And we shall persevere inthis line although there are in the opposition ranks and
radical extremist ranks, thore are criticisms, why negotiate with these people, why
come to ferms with them since they have taken part in the aggression but
nevertheless we shall persevere along the lines which | mentioned.

E. Rehn Yes | belteve its very important for all of us, as, as you know Europe has put

some conditions for construction budget lines and so on and for us its very

umportant that sooner or later there should be a former Yugoslavia who totally is

a part of the European Union Couneil 1o start with and | have the feeling that you
are the ones to be starting. ..

L)

. Tudjman Just a4 moment.

E. Relin this progess so my role 15 of ourse very much of 4. of a Rapporteur. but I am not
very very happy to only report as | told you in the beginning, | should very much
like to contribute to the democratic process in the whole territory and therefore
you can certainly count on me, of course I'm going to report badly things, if, bad
things i1 there are nasty things to report on, | hope thar [ will be unnecessary
soor, but 1'm not so far unfortunately.

F. Tudjman We need to strive tp get out of the situation in which we find ourselves as soon as
possible.

Translator This is why | said considering the present situation we must tend to leave the
sifuation as soon as possible,

E. Relin Yes, wie hiave our national day the day after tomorrow, ¢an | bring your regards

Mr, President to my President”)

F. Tudjman | My people they will, sée vou in bétter circumstiances.

E. Rehn I hope so,

4]

1D40-0092



